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BARMOUTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


To  the  chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Barmouth  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


n 


WELSH  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 
Received 

2 6 JUL1938 

A 


I wish  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ended 
31st.  December  1937- 


STATISTICS. 


Area  of  district  including  added  area  — 1,347 
Estimated  population  1937-  mid  year  - 2,0110 
Population  Census  of  1921  - 3? 533 
Population  Census  of  1931  — 2,645 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  end  of  1937?  according  to  rate 
books  ~ 800 

Rateable  value  - £15? 323 • 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  - £59  - 10  - 6d. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  INCLUDING  THE  CHIEF  OCCUPATIONS 
OF  THE  INHABITANTS,  AND' 'THE  INFLUENCE  OF  ANY 
PARTICULAR  OCCUPATION  ON  PUBLIC  HEATTK 

Barmouth  is  a popular  sear-side  resort,  and  the  inhabitants, 
for  the  most  part,  make  their  livelihood  by  letting  their  houses 
to  visitors  during  the  summer  season.  There  is  no  industry  within 
the  area.  The  winter  temperature  is  very  mild. 

From  the  1st.  April  1934?  the  boundaries  of  the  district 
have  been  extended  to  include  part  of  the  parish  of  Llanaber 
formerly  in  the  Dolgelley  Rural  District. 


EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  for  the  year  1937,  which  are 
asked  for  in  this  form  by  the  Ministry  of  Healths - 


Live  (Legitimate 
Births ( Illegitimate 


Total. 

26 

0 


M. 

15 

0 


F. 


11  (Birth  rate  per  1,000 
0 (of  thee stima ted 

resident  population 

11.6 


Still  Births 


Rate  per  1,000  live 
and  still  births  - 
Nil. 


Deaths 


29 


12 


17  (Death  rate  per  1,000 
(of  the  estimated 


(resident  population 

(: 


,13.12. 


Deaths  from  diseases  and  accidents  of 
pregnancy  and  child  birth 


- puerperal  Sepsis  - 0 
Other  puerperal  causes-  0 


Death  rates  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age;- 


All  infantB  per  1,000  live  births  — 
Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 


38.46 

38.46 


x. 


I 


1 


2 


Deaths 

from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

~ 3 

ti 

from  Measles (all  ages) 

- 0 

ii 

from  Whooping  Cough 

- 0 

it 

from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

- 0 

TABLE  of  Causes  of  Deaths. 


Cause 

Males. 

Females 

TOTAL 

ALL  CAUSES 

12 

17 

29 

Influenza 

3 

0 

3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer 

1 

2 

3 

Heart  Diseases 

1 

2 

3 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

0 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis 

3 

3 

6 

Violence 

l 

2 

3 

Other  defined  causes 

l 

5 

6 

Comparison  of  Vital  Statistics, 


Barmouth 

County  of 

England  and 

U.D. 

Merioneth 

Wales 

General  death  rate 

13.12 

16.76" 

12.4 

Birth  rate 

11.76 

13.56 

14.9 

Tuberculosis  death  rate 

0.90 

1.31 

Cancer  death  rate 

1.36 

2,16 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Reported  in  full  in  the 

report  for  1931. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 


(a)  For  infectious  cases  - Nil 

(b)  For  non-inf ectious  and 

accident  cases  - Nil 

but  the  matter  is  under  consideration. 

Nursing  in  the  Homes. 

The  local  District  Nursing  Association  employs  one 
nurse,  who  is  also  a certified  midwife. 

No  arrangements  are  made  for  nursing  cases  of  infection 
diseases  by  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority,  but  the  District 
Nursing  Association  has  a reserve  fund  in  hand  to  be  used  to 
engage  a special  nurse  in  the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  infectious 
disease  which  requir..es  special  nursing. 

Midwives 


Three  certified  Midwives  practise  in  the  area  and 
are  supervised  by  the  County  Council.  Neither  is  receiving  any 
subsidy  from  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority. 
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C 1 inic  and  Treatment  Centres. 


An  Infant  Welfare  Centre  meets  at  Barmouth  fortnightly 
and  is  maintained  by  the  County  Council.  It  is  in  the  medical 
charge  of  the  doctorB  in  the  town  who  attend  in  rotation  every 
twelve  months,  and  is  doing  excellent  work. 

Ante-natal  Clinics  - - - Arranged  by  the  County  Council 
School  Clinics  - - - Arranged  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
Orthopaedic  Clinics  - - in  connection  with  the  Robert  Jones  and 

Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  and 
arranged  by  the  County  Council, 

Tuberculosis  - - - - - There  is  one  dispensary  in  the  district 

which  is  opened  once  a month.  Urgent 
cases  can  be  seen  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  at  any  time. 


Hospitals. 


The  Cottage  Hospital  at  Dolgelley  serves  this  district. 
Institutional  Provision. 

For  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants  and  home- 
less children  is  provided  in  the  Public  Assistance  Institutions 
owned  by  the  County  Council, 

Mental  Defectives. 

The  institutions  for  the  care  of  mental  defectives 
are  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  is  from  Bodlyn  Lake,  a distance  of 
seven  miles  from  the  town,  no  arable  land  being  within  miles 
of  it. 


The  supply  has  been  plentiful  throughout  the  year. 

The  dam  has  been  certified  under  the  Reservoirs  (Safety  Provision) 
Act  1930. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  extension  of  the  Harbour  Outfall  sewer  is  now 

in  hand. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 


There  was  no  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  during 
the  year  1937* 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Water  carriage  system  is  in  use  throughout  the  town. 


Number  of  water  closets  - - - - - - 1136 

Number  of  pail  closets  17 

Privies  or  other  closets  14 


Number  of  closets  serving  more  than  one  house 


10 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28826024 
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Public  Cleansing, 

House  refuse  is  collected  in  the  town  daily,  and  in 
the  outlying  areas  once  a week.  Most  of  the  houses  and  premises 
are  provided  with  proper  receptacles.  The  refuse  is  deposited 
and  buried  in  a suitable  place  within  tiled  istrict. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Number  of  Inspections  - 155 

Notices  - formal  - 0 
informal  -12 

results  ~ 12  complied  with. 

Visits  to  Bakehouses  - 2 Visits  to  Slaughter  houses  - 6 

11  ,f  Cowsheds  - 4 

" " Milk  Shops  - 2 Notices  re  defective  drains  - 5 

Shops  Act,  1954* 

No  action  has  been  necessary  during  the  year. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  was  deemed  necessary  under  this  heading  during 
the  year. 

Swimming  Baths. 

Nil. 

Eradination  of  Bed  Bugs. 


1.  Number  of  (a) Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  - Nil 

disinfested  - Nil 

(b) Other  houses  found  to  be  infested  - Nil 

disinfested  - Nil 

2i  Method  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses 

from  bed  bugs  - None 

3.  Methods  employed  for  ensuring  that  the  be^-oingings 
of  tenants  are  free  from  vermin  before  removal 
to  Council  Houses  - None 


4*  Whether  work  of  disinfestation  is  oarried  out  by 

the  Local  Authority  or  by  a contractor  - by  Local  Authority 


Schools 


There  are  two  schools  in  the  town,  one  elementary  and 
one  County  Intermediate,  and  the  sanitary  condition  of  both 
is  satisfactory. 

There  is  also  a small  preparatory  school  in  the  district 
the  condition  of  which  is  satisfactory. 
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HOUSING 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year;- 


(1) (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  145 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  155 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above) which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  30 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  32 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  28 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation.  4 

2 . Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 
of  formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  1 6 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year:- 

( a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9i  10  and  1 6 of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  11 

(b)  Proceedings  under  public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  14 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices;- 

(a)  By  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  " 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 

a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 


Nil 
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( d ) Procee dings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  193 6. 


(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  f/ere 
determined  the  tenement  or  room  having  been  Nil 

rendered  fit 

4.  Housing  Act,  193 6,  -Part  IV  -Overcrowding 

(a)(i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  1© 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  1 6 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  90 

new 

0*)  Number  of /cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  Nil 

( c) (i) Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  3 

(ii) Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  15 


(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  Nil 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply. 

There  are  four  retailers  of  milk,  five  producers, 
and  fifteen  producers  and  retailers,  and  retailers  of  cream. 
Much  of  the  town's  supply  is  produced  outside  the  district 
where  there  are  several  producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 

The  cowsheds  and  milk  shops  situated  within  the 
district  are  inspected  periodically.  The  Chief  Constable  as 
Chief  Inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  directs  samples 
if  milk  and  other  food  stuff s to  be  taken  and  examined  for 
adulteration.  Samples  of  milk  which  are  examined  bacteriologies 
-ally  and  for  tuberculosis,  are  taken  on  behalf  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer. 

Meat  and  other  Foods. 


There  are  three  slaughter  houses  in  the  district, 
and  seven  purveyors  of  meat.  The  Slaughter  Houses  are 
regularly  inspected  and  all  shops  and  other  places  where 
meat  or  food  is  prepared  or  offered  for  sale  for  human 
consumption,  are  inspected. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 

Shell-fish  (Molluscan) 

A careful  watch  is  kept  upon  the  area  in  which 
shell-fish  is  collected. 


Prevention  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other  Diseases . 

Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  kept  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  is  supplied  to  doctors  in  the  district  on 
application. 

No  use  has  been  made  of  the  Schick  or  the  Dick  tests, 
or  of  the  recently  developed  artificial  methods  of  immunisation 
against  Infectious  diseases 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  jubcrculosi s)  during  1937* 

Disease  Total  Cases 

cases  admit-  Total 

notified. ted  to  Deaths 


hospital. 


Small  Pox 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— . 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

2 

Other  diseases  generally  notifiable 
(Specify  disease) 

_ 

t , 

. . 

Othor  diseases  notifiable  locally 
(Specify  disease) 

t T 

. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  mortality  during  1937. 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non-  Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  Non-pulmonary 

Age  periods  M F.  M.  F. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

0 . 


15  ....  1 - - - 1 

25  ....  1 - - - 1 

35  l ...  - - - - - - 

45  ....  - - - - - - 

55  ....  - - - - - - 

65  & upwards  - - - - - 


The  Tuberculosis  death  rate  is  0.90  per  1,000 .of 
population. 

There  was  no  un-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  during 

the  year. 


No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health 
(prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under 
Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925). 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant. 

J. 0. WILLIAMS 

Medical  Officer  of  HeaJLth. 


